igld Naturalists’ Glub 
of Ballarat Ine. April 1999 


- From "The Bird World..." by Adams & Giacomelli, 
Ken took us up north to see Jabirus! upps&4 


Meetings are held at the Ballarat Horticulture centre, corner of Gregory and Gillies Streets, ie. the WW 
corner “of the Botanic Gardens, commencing at 7-30pu 


Rxcursions depart fron Creswick Plaza at 9-30 an, unless specified otherwise. 

Committee; Claire Daluan (President),. , Greg Binns (Vice President}.. , Pat Murphy 
(Secretary). , John Gregurke (Treasurer).. , Brian Andrews (Rditor).. » Helen 
Burgess, Maureen Christie, Lyndsay Fink, Carol Hall, John Nildren. 

Postal Address: PO Box 328%, Ballarat West, 3350 Inc Reg Ho A0014919P 


DIARY DATES 

Fri 9th April. Meeting. The Wondrous North West and a handful 
of finches. Speaker Greg Binns, club member. Also at this 
meeting we will be auctioning the original painting of a flame 
robin, painted by Clunes artist Ruth Anderson - which has been 
kindly donated by Margaret Rotheram. 
Sun_1ith April. Excursion. The Organ Pipes N.P. Leader 
Lyndsay Fink, club member. Meet 10-15am Merrimu Reservoir 
Picnic Area, Melway 218, Jl. 
Mon 19th April. Excursion. Lake Esmond, Meet Larter St 
entrance at 3-30pm, Vicroads 257, pl5. The club has been 
approached for its opinion regarding Lake Esmond and a possible 
future commitment. The Lake and its surroundings were a weed 
infested eyesore until landscaping and planting of native 
vegetation took place in the eighties. Recent publicity has 
painted a very bleak picture of the present situation. Has the 
dream flopped in reality? Come along and make up your own 
mind! 
Thur 29th April. Committee Meeting. Claire Dalman’s, 

7-30pm 
Fri 30th April. Meeting, Maryborough FNC, clubroom. Birds of 
Prey. Speaker Richard Naisbitt. Cost $2.50 or $5.00/family. A 
special invitation to FNCB members to attend. 
Fri 7th May. Meeting. Diversification of Farm Enterprises. 
Speaker Greg Cahill, DNRE. 
Sun 9th May. Excursion. Mt Emu and Trawalla. Leaders Claire 
Dalman and Pat Murphy. 


FIELD REPORTS 
Several black house spider webs around window frames. In one 
nest, about 20 young spiders have hatched - abdomen about 1mm 
diameter. John Gregurke. Wrens, male and female, regular 
visitors to my garden. Lyndsay Fink. Some comments on 
eastern spinebills feeding on fuchsias. Frank Harrap. Leaf 
cutting bees attacking a rose bush, Derrinallum, Paul Norquay. 
Six yellow tailed black cgckatoos feeding on Banksia ericifolia 
cones, Mt Helen. 9 species of bird using birdbath at one time! 
Of special interest was the white throated tree creeper which 
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flew in backwards! John Mildren. Common bronzewing 3.2.99 at 
Ballarat North, feeding on wattle seeds - 2 indian turtle doves 
sent it flying. Common bronzewing also seen in same garden 
28.4.78 and 8.4.90, Helen Burgess. Juvenile ring tailed possum 
in Gillies St, 9th March, on the road approximately 10.30pn, 
opposite Wendouree Village, Ken Hammond. Azure Kingfishers 7 
sightings between Moleside and Donovans Landing on the Glenelg 
River, 6-8th March. Slaty grey stick insect and a _rhino 
beetle, Patterson’s canoe camp 7th March, Kevin Andrews. 
Friendly red _ necked wallabies and water rats at Moleside, also 
a large leech about 70mm long and 15 mm thick, and full of 
blood - after feeding on Kevin’s ankle! Cave cricket, weta, 
(pronounced wetta), Princess Margaret Rose Caves. Brian 
Andrews. The claim by the Australian Museum that the 
approximate distance between you and a spider at any given 
moment is 1m is proving to be true! Margaret Martin. Looping 
caterpillar bought in for show and tell, Claire Dalman. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 1998 -99...A SUMMARY. 

It gives me pleasure to present to you the president’s 
annual report of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat (inc) 
for the 1998-99 year. 

The group has continued to have monthly meetings, 
excursions and usually mid month excursions - except in 
January. We have continued to use the SMB horticulture 
classrooms. This venue has proved to be very appropriate as a 
meeting place. 

Our membership has remained constant at 50 and most 
meetings have remained comfortably full - about 25 to 30 
people. 

About 13 - 15 members attended a mid- August campout 
gathering at Castlemaine. We held a club campout at the 
Dunkeld Bunkhouse. During the year the VFNCA has hosted a 
couple of campouts - one just last weekend in Sale. A small 
number of our members attended these and found them rewarding. 
It is difficult with commitments of one sort or another to 
attend all or even most of these weekends, but do try to attend 
at least one, they are really worthwhile. Attendance at all 
our functions naturally fluctuates. The people who join Field 
Nats are generally people who like to get away exploring as 
much of the planet as they can but when they return we are all 
enriched as they share their marvellous experiences with us, so 
we all benefit. 

Our speakers have spoken on a range of topics, I would 
like them all to know how much we appreciate their willingness 
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to prepare their presentations, to travel and to impart their 
enthusiasm and knowledge to our group. We have had excellent 
complimentary excursions. I think we are fortunate. 

Our club hosts an annual public meeting in honour of 
Stella Bedggood, a former inspirational naturalist member. 

Last year we were fortunate to have Mr Leon Costermans, author 
and lecturer to address us about "What grows where and why - a 
tour of Victoria’s plant communities. About seventy people 
were treated to an excellent evening with a man who was clearly 
knowledgeable and who shared his knowledge with us in a 
friendly, approachable manner and then accompanied us the 
following day to the Long Forest. This year the Stella 
Bedggood lecture will be presented by John Landy on October 
5th, so keep your diaries free for what promises to be a 
wonderful evening. His slides are brilliant. 

The committee has worked well together, and along with 
other members have completed many tasks, which have contributed 
to the smooth running of the club - I would like to thank them 
all and I know you would like to share this appreciation. 
Margaret and Brian Gavan have decided to have a break from 
committee this year, so I would especially like to thank them 
and assure them that we still will welcome their valuable 
advice, ideas and help at any time. Maureen Christie and John 
Mildren have stepped in to take their place - I give them my 
thanks. 

We prepared a submission in response to a draft 
management plan for the Lerderderg Gorge and Werribee State 
Park management plan. We bought some new library books and the 
revised CD of the wild plants of the Ballarat area, maintained 
affiliation with Trust for Nature, the VFNCA, the Victorian 
Field Nats, Ballarat Environmental Network and LINCS. 

The topic for this evenings members night is "Inland 
waters" and I thank you for searching your slide collections to 
extract these and I give you advance notice of next years March 
topic - It will be entitled "The Year That Was", so please 
remember to take slides for this - or make other suitable 
preparation - as the year unfolds. 

I wish you all happy observation - may there be many 
"finds" - powerful owls, unexpected orchids, beautiful places 
and friends with whom to share these treasures! 

Claire Dalman...President of FNCB 
- Complete copy of original text in minute book...Ed 


MEMBERS NIGHT...INLAND WATERS 
Claire started the ball rolling with slides of canoeing 
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and sailing trips to the Hume Weir and upper Murray area. She 
had a novel slide of flooded Wendouree streets! Heather 
followed with slides of Bali - waterfalls and general 
countryside. Carol was next with slides of the Kosciusko area, 
cirque lakes and mountain flowers. Helen must deserve the 
"traveller prize"! She showed the Kawchatka Peninsula in 
Russia with its Maly Semyachic volcano crater lakes and the 
Valley of Geysers with mud pools and fumeroles. Then to the 
Perito Morens Glacier, icebergs, Salto Grande waterfall etc in 
South America. I followed with slides of Hattah and the 
Murray, galahs having a shower and a canoe tree. Lake Tali 
karn with its elusive trout. Queensland scenes. White lipped 
tree frog - brown and then green. Cradle Mountain NP and 
finally back to the Murray for a fiery (volcanic?) sunset. Ken 
Hammond took us up to Darwin then round WA - Fogg Dam, Yellow 
Waters, big crocs and Perth etc. Lyndsay took us up through 
the centre, then on to Queensland. For good measure he also 
took us to Tasmania for the Great Lakes and Cradle Mountain. 
Greg stayed close to home - Merrin Merrin swamp. He showed 
slides of the different types of habitat in the swamp and 
several examples of nests and eggs. Then the video was turned 
on and Frank took us to Alaska to see performing loons and 
black bears eating freshly caught salmon, 

Obviously plenty of talent, experience and expertise in 
the club! BDA 


REPORT ON VFNCA MEETING, MARCH 1999. 

Some 130 members and delegates attended the campout at 
the Banksia Peninsular, on the Gippsland Lakes, hosted by the 
Sale FNC in affiliation with the Bairnsdale club. 

A full and enjoyable programme had been arranged, with 
excursions ranging from Lake Tyers to Buchan, and to various 
islands and venues on the Lakes. 

The current Blue Green Algae problem that is menacing the 
lake system was experienced first hand. This unfortunately is 
threatening the ecology of the lakes, in particular the Tern 
colonies. 

Evening presentations were also of interest, especially 
those related to the history of the lake system and the 
ecological changes resulting from the opening of ’Lakes 
Entrance’ for commercial benefits. 

The VFNCA Annual General Meeting proceeded smoothly. 

Jane Cleary (Bendigo) was elected President, Wendy Savage 

(Latrobe Valley) Secretary, Geoff Travers (Ringwood) Treasurer, 
and Helen Langley (Timboon) replaced retiring committee member 
Ruth Graney (Portland). p4 


Camp out host clubs were confirmed as follows for the 
years - 

2000 - Geelong; Albury Wodonga, 

2001 - Latrobe Valley; Ararat, 

2002 - VFNC (to be confirmed); Ballarat. 

The postal vote to determine the use of the former WVFNA 
Conservation Funds ($9,000) decided that the funds would be 
available to all affiliated clubs across Victoria. Other VFNCA 
funds will be added to this fund for investment and provision 
of adequate ongoing sums for allocation to approved projects in 
the future. 

Greg Binns. 


DEAN AND DISTRICT EXCURSION. 

Greg with the help of Genny certainly had found some new 
and interesting natural history venues for our March excursion. 
Our first stop was at Cosgrave Dam south east of Creswick on 
the Dean Road. A pleasant walk through scattered bush which 
included Blackwood, E.ovata, E.radiata & some Swamp 
Gums,brought us to the margins of the Dam. At the beginning of 
this walk we were delighted with a view of a male Golden 
Whistler enjoying the first sunlight of a misty morning. He 
was joined by White naped Honeyeaters, a White-throated Tree 
Creeper, Rufous Whistler, Grey Fantails, and Crimson Rosellas 
flying through. The skinks were soon out and about catching 
the sun. Pat showed us Hypericum gramineum and two types of 
fungi were observed. , 

What a treat was in store for us on the dam itself! 

There was a large flock of Wood Duck, raft like, in the middle, 
Coots, Swans, Mountain Duck, Grey Teal, Purple Swamphen, Blue - 
billed Duck, White-faced Heron, with red-wattle Birds. It was 
good to hear plenty of frogs and see Superb Fairy Wrens on the 
margins. Most wonderful of all were 13 Little Pied Cormorants 
perched in a dead tree. A Black Cormorant was facing them like 
a conductor dressed in formal wear with his orchestra. Then a 
Whistling Kite circled the water before flying to a more 
productive venue. Sadly the central area was covered in dense 
blackberries although the jam makers amongst us intend to 
return bag in hand. 

Before lunch we were relieved in more ways than one, that 
the Dean Soccer club were playing away! We had lunch at the 
Dean reservoir, a dangerous place according to the notices on 
the fence. It was blighted by blue green algae, but despite 
the warnings a fisherman was pursuing his hobby. Hemlock was 
in profusion. Some of us walked round the reservoir 
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where there was a repeat performance, as far as birds were 
concerned, 

with the addition of Straw-necked Ibis, Musk Ducks, Mud Larks, 
Little Ravens, a Brown Goshawk and 2 Wedge-tailed Eagles which 
passed very closely. But most of the birds were not in the 
recently established native trees but in the willows fringing 
the water. It was here that the Brown Thornbills were the most 
musical, with the Gold Finches flitting about. Kevin then 
spotted a platypus. Later a pair of Quail was observed in a 
paddock area and a glimpse of a fox. The dilemma of which way 
to go next was solved by Carol using her geological skills and 
we soon found our way to the exit from the reservoir. 

A quick check was made on a reserve 3ks from Barkstead 
where Lepidium had been planted by the club some time ago. But 
it was severely overgrown and there were "keep out" notices on 
the fences. 

Our last stop was at Moorabool Reservoir where the water 
level was quite low and very large numbers of Mountain Ducks 
and Swans were congregated at one end. 

After thanking Greg & Genny we all felt that we had 
enjoyed an excellent and mainly sunny day out. 

Delphine McDonnell 


MARCH POSERS 
1. A couple of other websites of interest that I came across 
were:- 

Clean up Australia  www.cleanup.com.au 
and ATCV  www.atcv.com. au 

However you don’t have to hang around waiting to spot 
desirable websites, you can get onto one of the search engines, 
type in a keyword for what ever you are interested in and sit 
back and see what comes out - its amazing what does come out! 
2. Lyndsay suggested that the lack of wasps might be due to the 
dry winter. Roger Thomas in Nature Notes, Courier 19th march, 
reported that a Melbourne entomologist told him :- "for a short 
period each year - when only the Queens are alive and the 
colony has not produced any workers - the nests are very 
vulnerable to frosts and dampness. 

This is not the case for the whole winter, but rather for 
just a short period at a certain stage of the nests 
development. 

It seems that some frosts last spring hit the nests at 
this critical stage, killing many of the queens before they 
commenced breeding for the season. 

...this autumn’s wasp scarcity is almost state wide and 
is not due to any known biological control (parasite)." 
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3.DNRE are catching the carp in drum nets. I trust that anglers 
won’t throw them back! One member (I can’t remember who) 
pointed out the success achieved with electrofishing. Carp 
were never a problem in England - presumably the pike gobbled 
them up! Maybe murray cod could be introduced into the lake - 
they like eating carp! Cod survived in Burrumbete for many 
years and they are still being pulled out of the Yarra. 
Admittedly cod are not winning the battle in the Murray but 
this is probably due to reduced cod numbers as a result of less 
frequent flooding nowadays due to all the dams - floods are 
required for the cod to breed. 

4, Lyndsay had me wondering why lyrebirds might depend upon 
sassafras, but then I decided to look at distribution maps :- 


SUPERB LYREBIRD. Menura_ novae-hollandiae Atherosperma moschatum 

(350) 
Range: S.E.A. 

Moderately common. Confined to the rain forests of 
eastern Victoria and coastal gullies of East Gippsland. 
North Central, Central, North-east and Gippsland. 


W.Roy Wheeler, Leon Costermans, 
The Birds of Victoria. Trees of Victoria.... — 
You can form your own conclusion! Brian Andrews 


APRIL POSER...ANOTHER ELFIN SPECIAL !...WHAT IS IT ? 

It is found in tanning agents, adhesives, paints, 
shampoos, conditioners and mousse styling gel. 

It gives a creamy texture to ice cream and also to beer. 

It stabilises medicinal creams, it is also found in 
cheese, jams and a dozen other food products. 

It is in lipsticks and cosmetics. 

Cows eat it with relish when it is rotting, vegetables 
thrive in it, -except pumpkins so I am told! 

It is harvested but it is not grown as a crop! 

It is found all around the world but some of the best 
comes from Australia. Lyndsay Fink 
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